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Now long out of print, John Dunning's Tune in Yesterday was the definitive one-volume reference

on old-time radio broadcasting. Now, in On the Air, Dunning has completely rethought this classic

work, reorganizing the material and doubling its coverage, to provide a richer and more informative

account of radio's golden age. Here are some 1,500 radio shows presented in alphabetical order.

The great programs of the '30s, '40s, and '50s are all here--Amos 'n' Andy, Fibber McGee and

Molly, The Lone Ranger, Major Bowes' Original Amateur Hour, and The March of Time, to name

only a few. For each, Dunning provides a complete broadcast history, with the timeslot, the network,

and the name of the show's advertisers. He also lists major cast members, announcers, producers,

directors, writers, and sound effects people--even the show's theme song. There are also umbrella

entries, such as "News Broadcasts," which features an engaging essay on radio news, with capsule

biographies of major broadcasters, such as Lowell Thomas and Edward R. Murrow. Equally

important, Dunning provides a fascinating account of each program, taking us behind the scenes to

capture the feel of the performance, such as the ghastly sounds of Lights Out (a horror drama

where heads rolled and bones crunched), and providing engrossing biographies of the main people

involved in the show.  A wonderful read for everyone who loves old-time radio, On the Air is a must

purchase for all radio hobbyists and anyone interested in 20th-century American history. It is an

essential reference work for libraries and radio stations.
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This review is going to be formatted differently than usual. Right off, I'm just going to start by saying



that every old-time radio fan reading this needs to just stop reading right now and buy a copy of On

the Air: The Encyclopedia of Old-Time Radio. John Dunning definitive encyclopedia of the golden

age (and then some) of radio needs to be on the shelf of anyone who dares to call himself a

fan.Building from his earlier work, Tune in Yesterday, John Dunning (a long-time fan of radio

himself) has written the encyclopedia of radio. I didn't have my copy for a long time and had no idea

what I was missing. You'll not only be graced with full schedules and showtimes, but also the history

of each show, sometimes with memorable quotes from favorite episodes.The index alone is worth

the price of the book, with actors cross-referenced to shows you didn't even know they appeared in.

The bold page numbers steer the reader to the featured articles, but reading all the related articles

is fun, too. Heck, even just browsing can while away hours of your time, as each show entry will

remind you of another that you just have to look up. While looking up one show, the eye crosses the

title of another on the page heading and, bang, you're away and have forgotten what you took the

book down off the shelf for to begin with. In this way, you'll learn the names of favorite character

actors whose voices you recognize from different shows, but whose name escape your memory

(Frank Lovejoy and Elliott Lewis leap to my mind). Then, you can look them up in the index and

discover more of their work for you to seek out.Of course, even with a book this size, not all of the

shows are going to have exhaustive articles, but Dunning has done as much as one man possibly

can.
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